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College Process Timeline

Winter 2024

● Prepare and register for standardized 
tests (SAT and/or ACT)

● Research and begin visiting colleges

Spring 2024

● Continue visiting colleges
● Attend college fairs
● Start building your list
● Standardized tests
● Letters of recommendation

Summer 2024

● Continue Spring Timeline
● Start your college essays
● Register for Common Application - Opens 

August 1st

Fall 2024

● Meet with your counselor
● Begin to apply to colleges
● Standardized tests
● College essays
● Letters of recommendation
● Scholarships and financial aid (FAFSA)



Planning & Research

Where to begin . . .
RHS College Planning Handbook

Class of 2025 School Counseling Classroom Code

nb4utag

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14Kll5FvTOPUHCsIwVVC5m4rbuuh2bdjLEWrArdRaR_E/edit#


Testing
SAT

● Register at www.collegeboard.org
● Next test date March 9, 2024

ACT
● Register at www.act.org
● Next test date February 10, 2024

*Make sure to check these websites for testing dates!*

Things to Note:
● Tutor.com offers FREE test prep

○ Begin preparing now!
● Applying to a test optional school?- Test scores will still strengthen your application & allow you to be eligible 

for various scholarships!

We encourage students to end junior year with a score they are 
happy submitting with their applications!

http://www.collegeboard.org
http://www.actstudent.org


Visiting Colleges
● Planning a Visit

○ Information Sessions & Open Houses
○ Juniors & Seniors get 3 

State-Excused absences to visit 
colleges!

● During a Visit:
○ Campus visit checklist
○ Ask Questions & Visit Admissions

● After a Visit:
○ Emails

https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/CollegePlanning/media/pdf/campus-visit-checklist.pdf


Attend College Fairs

● College Fair at RHS 
○ Monday, March 4, 2024 from 10am-12pm

○ 55+ colleges
○ Admission reps who review your applications

● Northern New Jersey National College Fair
○ Wednesday, March 6, 2024 from 9am - 12pm & 5:30pm - 8:30pm
○ New Jersey Convention & Exposition Center in Edison
○ 300+ reps from two-year and four-year colleges, nursing schools, business 

schools, and trade schools
○ Register here

https://www.nacacattend.org/


Building Your College List
● Stay organized!!!! 

● Start building your list on Major Clarity.

○ Use the “Postsecondary Exploration” tab to filter

 through schools.

● Your list should contain schools that are:

○ Safety (Admission & Financial)
○ Target
○ Reach

● Your list should be YOUR list, which fits YOUR needs

● Look at school’s data:

○ GPA, Test Scores, Difficulty of Program, Graduation Rate, Acceptance Rate 

■ Even if metrics match those of average accepted student, if the admit rate is low, it is a reach!



Special Needs College Planning

● Know your disability
● Become a Self-Advocate
● Questions to ask
● Types of college accommodations/services available
● Keep in touch with your school counselor, case manager, 

and transition coordinator!
● Meet Mrs. McGinley!



NCAA
● If you participate in athletics at a NCAA Division I or Division II school 

you will need to register and be declared eligible by the NCAA 

Clearinghouse.

● Registration must be completed online at www.eligibilitycenter.org

● You should complete the eligibility form in spring of your junior year.

● You will also need to submit SAT and/or ACT scores to the Eligibility 

Center directly from the testing website.

http://www.eligibilitycenter.org


Junior Year Focus

● School work and strong grades!
● Participate in meaningful activities
● Build relationships with teachers (preparing for letters of 

recommendation & teacher ratings on Common App.)
● Build a relationship with your counselor
● Create a testing plan
● Create a resume
● Utilize Major Clarity!



RHS School Counseling Website

https://www.roxbury.org/Page/626


WE ARE HERE TO HELP!

The best way to be informed and stay “in the loop” is to frequently check the
RHS SCHOOL COUNSELING WEBSITE!!!

Ms. Carissa Barbolini cbarbolini@roxbury.org

Ms. Christina Belfiore cbelfiore@roxbury.org

Ms. Chelsea Maher cmaher@roxbury.org

Ms. Stefanie San Emeterio ssanemeterio@roxbury.org

Ms. Gina La Capra glacapra@roxbury.org
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